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The Birth of Rugby League

Pupil Resource Sheet 4

Cartoon Satire

1. The Rugby Rumpus
This cartoon is set outside King James’ Grammar School, Almondbury, where the Reverend Frank Marshall was headmaster. The caricatures of Marshall, who opposed broken-time payments, and James Miller, president of the Yorkshire Rugby Football Union who supported broken time payments, ridicule the divide in rugby. The gate post is engraved with: ‘ALMONDBURY GRAMMAR SCHOOL FOR YOUTHS OF INDEPENDENT MEANS ONLY’. The book he is holding is called ‘PURITY OF FOOTBALL’.
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Marshall: 	Oh, fie, go away naughty boy, I don't play with boys who can’t afford 		to take a holiday for football any day they like!

Miller: 		Yes, that’s just you to a T; you’d make it so that no lad whose father 		wasn’t a millionaire could play at all in a really good team. For my part 		I see no reason why the men who make the money shouldn’t have a 		share in the spending of it.


2. Professionalism
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The Reverend Frank Marshall, caricatured as Mrs Partington, who was famous for trying to sweep back the tide of the Atlantic
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were unable to get time off. Nonetheless, being self-employed and able
to work licensing hours certainly gave them advantages over most other
working-class players.  Despite this relative freedom, however, rugby-
playing landlords were certainly not always immune from the coercion of
the rugby authorities.

Even though rugby union was ostensibly amateur, northern players
were invariably placed in a dilemma due to the conflicts between their
clubs and the county and national selections committees who were also
demanding of their services. As the game took on the characteristics of
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(mefﬁfu a semi-professional sport in the north, the players appear to have
é‘;z/j;"q A suffered much greater coercion than their southern counterparts. 1t is

/%v\( unlikely, because of the nature of the game in the south and the

Universities, that the above transfer restrictions and coercion equally
affected those who might be termed “gentlemen amatewrs™.

In February, 1893, for example, four Blackheathens opted to play for
their own club against Bradford rather than the Rest of England side
which faced Yorkshire at Fartown. Following this game it was argued:

Stoddart, Hubbard, Allport, and Lohden would ordinarily have been playing
al Huddersfield, and some hard things weve said aboul their conduct by the
members of the Rughy Union committee. A player vemains his own master in
southern football, whereas the Tykes are forced to make club interests subservient.
Blackheath have set a bad example; and the Union countenanced it by agreeing (o
leave certain names off their “Rest” selection.  What would be said if Bradford’s
men decided by way of retaliation to stop at home next Saturday? =

The latter point refers to the international against Scotland at
Headingley, when, despite his disloyalty to the Rugby Union the previous
week, Andrew Stoddart was still given the England captaincy.  In
contrast, il a player in the north was chosen for his county, yet unable to
travel  because of  Saturday morning work commitments, he was
invariably banned from playing locally in the afternoon.  This also
applied at international level, as in 1890 it was said by The Yorkshireman:

One need not go back very far for examples of the vestraints imposed on
Yorkshire footballers, the vecent England v. Scotland match (1 March, 1890)
Surnishing a remarkable instance...certain amateur sporismen were ordered lo play
Jootball at Idinburgh or vemain in enforced idleness at home.. There is something
radically wrong aboul this coercion business.

Radically wrong it may have been, but it was obviously a long-standing
practice.  After Halifax retained the services of J. Dodd and A. Wood,
who had been chosen for Yorkshire's game against Midland Counties in
Reverend Marshall cotoot s 852 cortars Moe e l»&‘%‘_). l]lt:f’(?lll1l} lhrezu‘ene(l not to st’l}‘cl players l'r()\m offending clubs i.n
aveep back e \‘H”“”;M:’m ain Mrs Partington, who apparently endeavoured 1o future.  This worked for a time but in 1884 Bradford compelled their
players to make a tour of the south, rather than play in the Roses match.
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